
 “What can you do to promote world peace? Go home and love your family!” -Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

Dear Families, 
 Happy first week of Advent!  The word “advent” comes 
front the latin word that means “coming”. Advent is the time 
where we prepare for Christmas, Jesus’ coming! We are looking 
forward to Christmas, which is the celebration of His first com-

ing and we are also looking forward 
to His second coming. Did you know 
that the most important thing to 
have ready for Christmas is a clean 
soul? During Advent we can encour-
age children to try extra hard to be 
good. It can also be a good idea to 
go to confession before Christmas 
so that your soul will be good and 
clean when Jesus comes!  

 During the Advent season we also see many different 
traditions in our families. Does your family use an Advent 
wreath? Do you light it on Sundays or during every dinner? Or 
perhaps your little ones enjoy the many pieces of an Advent 
calendar! Some families even move the wise men through the 
house to represent our own journey closer to Christ! 
 I would like to encourage families to write down any 
traditions that your family use to help you prepare for the cele-
bration of Christ’s birth then send me an email or bring them to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCD class. I would love to put together all of our different (and 
similar) traditions and share it with the rest of the families. 
 I also wanted to remind families that 
we will be celebrating a Holy Day of Obligation 
on December 8th: The Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception! This website does a great job ex-
plaining the meaning of this Feast and even 
breaks it down to explain to the little ones. It 
also offers different ideas and ways that you 
and your family can celebrate this special day. 
Check it out! https://www.pbgrace.com/
solemnity-of-the-immaculate-conception/  
 Our Knights of Columbus council is sponsoring Coats 
for Kids again this year. The coats are available free of charge to 
anyone that needs one. Please send me an email if you are in-
terested .   

 If your family will be attend-
ing the Christmas Eve Childrens Mass 
at 4:00pm on December 24th, please 
consider having your children help  us 
with the children's choir, various Mass 
parts and the Nativity. We are hoping 

to have enough kids to have a nice full choir. Every 4th-8th 
grade voice is welcome. Please see attached flyer or the St. Jo-
seph website for more information and to sign up! Please regis-
ter by  December 16th. 
 Speaking of December 16th, that 
is also Bambinelli Sunday! Bring your Ba-
by Jesus to be Blessed. This year St. Jo-
seph Church will once again join in this 
celebration. On the third Sunday of Ad-
vent, everyone (both children and 
adults) is asked to bring their Christ 
Child from their family Nativity to the 
11:00 am Mass. Fr. Andrejek will bless 
everyone and the figurines they have brought at the end of 
Mass. After Mass, join us in the parish center for a snack, 
activity and story time with Fr. Andrejek.  
 And finally, get some of that last minute shopping done 
on December 15th by dropping your kids off for Club 3:16 at the 
parish center. We will be watching the movie “The Star”, and if 
you have not heard of this movie you need to check out the 
trailer. This is a win/win situation for parents and kids! You can 
register your kids at our website or by calling the parish center. 
 I hope that everyone travels safe and has a wonderful 
week, a great Advent and a Merry Christmas! 

God Bless,  
Anna McMahan, D.R.E 
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 December 2-6  Parish Mission @ 7pm 

December 5  NO CCD 

December 8  Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day of Obligation 

December 12  CCD 

December 15  Club 3:16 
The Star: ADVENTure 

December 16  Bambinelli Sunday  
@ 11am Mass 

December 19  NO CCD  

December 20  Children’s Choir and 
Christmas Eve Mass parts  
rehearsal @ 3:45pm 

December 25  Christmas Day! 

December 26  NO CCD 

January 1  Holy Mary, Mother of God 
Holy Day of Obligation 
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We ’v e  P u r c h a s e d  a  G i f t  fo r  Yo u !  
E n j o y  a  f r e e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  F O R M E D   

An incredible online gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!  

Visit stjosephpekin.formed.org to access  movies, books, podcast,  

and programs ranging from a variety of topics for you and your family! 
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